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Acting President’s message
A change in leadership
I trust that you have all seen my email
telling you that Dennis Donnelly has
retired as President. He nominated me
to become Acting President, to lead the club through
a necessary period of change to bring the Club into
line with current government policies.
I extend thanks to Dennis for his selfless decision
and for his continued dedication to our club. We all
hope to see him in the workshop often, covered in
wood shavings at one of the lathes.

Management Committee elections
I also advised members that the next monthly
meeting will be a Special General Meeting when we
will dissolve the current Committee and throw open
all positions for elections. That meeting will now
occur on Saturday 16 September starting at 9 a.m.
During this period of transition, I intend to offer a
reduced number of Committee positions, down from
the previous 10 positions to 5 or 6 people. This
change will be offset by making good use of reports

from key members (for example, on workshop issues)
and through volunteer working groups. Together, we
will tackle the large quantity of policy writing and other
tasks that must be done. Work is already underway.

Meeting with the Mayor
Recently our Secretary Dave Glarvey and I were
fortunate to have a meeting with the Mayor of Noosa
Shire, Tony Wellington, along with his Community
Development staff.
We briefed Tony and his team on our efforts to
enhance our policies and practices. We also covered
the proposed Farmers and Artisans Market to be held
adjacent to our clubhouse, the Fusion Festival,
clubhouse maintenance and the Johnson Court site.
Overall, the Mayor was very encouraging.

Discussion with Cooroy Future Group
I also had a very positive informal chat with the
Cooroy Future Group. They run the Fusion Festival
which brings 10,000 people to our town each year,
with many potential benefits for us. I will brief
members on the meeting in due course.
In the meantime, go make some sawdust!
John Cantwell, Acting President

The purpose of the Cooroora Woodworkers Club is:
• Sharing the joy of woodworking.
• Providing a positive environment to learn new skills.
• Sourcing and milling high-quality wood for purchase.
• Supporting a diverse range of community projects.

We always welcome new members. Come join us!
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Trash to Treasure
Life member and expert woodturner Alan Warner
recently rose to our ‘Trash to Treasure’ challenge:
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More Show and Tell goodness
was on display at the August
monthly meeting.

I was in the workshop and noticed that someone
had thrown a partly finished, broken bowl into the bin.
It was badly cracked but I thought I might be able to
save it. The repair job was a bit of a challenge but
eventually I was able to shape it into a nice little bowl.
So, this better go in the Trash to Treasure section!

Bob Chaplin always manages to confound us with
his techniques for creating amazing bowls. This was
no exception. Bob floored us when he said,
“It took me three years to work out how to do it!”

Your wish is our command, Alan! Nice job!

Our spoonologist (yes, I made that up) Jeff Fraser
excelled himself last month. Below are two lovely
bowls of Camphor Laurel and Coastal Banksia.
Spoons on the left, top to bottom: Huon Pine, Celery
Top Pine, Celery Top Pine, Horizontal (see Timber
Talk section, next page), Silky Oak and Mango.
Spoons on the right, top to bottom: Scribbly Gum Burl
and Camphor Laurel. Really wonderful work, Jeff!

Richard Roe presented this
interesting little fellow, a cleverly
articulated wooden ape. Richard
assures us it’s not a self portrait!
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TIMBER TALK

Dear Editors,
At the last Show and Tell session, I heard Jeff Fraser say
he had made a spoon out of something called ‘Horizontal’. I know a spoon is
horizontal when it’s sitting on a table but what about when you are
holding it upright? Does the wood change to ‘Vertical’? What has the position got
to do with it?
Yours, Kama Sutra.

Thanks for your letter, Kama. Yes, different positions
can certainly be interesting. However, in this context
it refers to the timber of an unusual tree found in the
subtropical rainforests of western Tasmania.
'Horizontal' (Anodopetalum biglandulosum) is a
slender evergreen tree up growing up to 15 metres
high. Typically, the trunk bends over into an
horizontal position and sends up branches along its
length, which also bend over. The tangled trunks and
branches form an almost impenetrable barrier to
bushwalkers.
The trees are part of an isolated family of trees with
A stand of Horizontal, Tarkine wilderness, Tasmania
direct genetic links to primative plants many
millions of years old. The finely grained wood is
pale with rose tints. No, you can’t buy it at Bunnings. Yours, the Editors

Workshop Snapshots

Acting Treasurer Bob Jones at the lathe,
making plenty of shavings turning a shaving
soap dish. Did you see what we did there?
‘Shaving’ dish. Get it? Oh, never mind…

John Kennedy showing his jointing
technique, and a bit of leg!

Andrew Barnsley having far too
much fun on the thicknesser
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Jewellery Box from Hell!
Once again, Editor John Cantwell shows no shame in using the newsletter to big note himself…
n a recent Saturday I was hanging about making the clubhouse look untidy when a
lady arrived hoping to buy a jewellery box. She asked about getting one made to
order. She said the box should be large but not deep, have a grid of 16 compartments
for earrings, a sturdy latch, antique-style hinges and clasp, dark felt lining and a rustic
appearance. “This sounds interesting,” I thought. Dollar signs floated in my head.
“How much would you like to spend?, I asked. “Oh”, declared the lady with a grand
gesture, “I’d be prepared to go as high as $50!” My enthusiasm cooled somewhat.
“Well,” I said, “for that price you’ll get a pretty basic box. Are you prepared to go higher?”
“Hmmm,” said my potential benefactor. “I could stretch it to $60 dollars!” I sighed.
In the end I agreed to make her a box because she seemed like a nice lady and I like
building boxes after all. She set a three week deadline. No pressure.

A humble beginning

Considering the ‘modest’ fee, I decided to build a simple box from hoop pine with mitred
corners. I also decided to make my first attempt at creating a veneered top using a homemade veneer press. I soon had several nice pieces of veneer glued to some MDF.
With the lid installed, I applied a thin inlaid strip around the veneer to help it stand out from
the hoop pine. Then it was time to sand the inlay flush using my new drum sander.
After a couple of very gentle runs through the drum sander in which hardly any of the inlay
was removed, I gave the adjuster a couple of manly turns to speed up the process. I fed
the box into the sander. There was a loud grinding sound. I had not only sanded the inlay
The veneer press in use flush but had also sanded right through the thin veneer top. Not happy.
Wait, I thought, I’ll cut the MDF panel out of the lid using a straight bit on a router, to
save making the box carcass again from scratch. As I neared the end of the first cut I
pushed the router a bit too forcefully and ploughed right into the side of the box. Gloom
descended on the workshop. The mangled remains of the box went into the fire pit.
So, I started the whole process again: milling the pine, cutting it to size, routing groves
for the top and bottom, mitring the corners and gluing the carcass together. I also made
another veneered top from scratch.
I next turned my attention to finding some antique-style hardware. I eventually found
some suitable items and sent a photo to the lady for approval, advising that the cost of
the hinges and clasp (located in Canada) was $35. I also advised that the total cost of
the box would skyrocket to $85. “No, don’t bother,” she said, “just use cheap brass
stuff.” Foolishly, I had already ordered the items so I resigned myself to another hit to Completed veneers, still smiling.
my profit margin. It would be fair to say I did not have a song in my heart at this point.
Little did I know…
Then I had an idea. I could find out how to apply an antique finish to some cheap brass hardware, keeping the nice
solid brass items for myself. I found several techniques on-line (the one I used will be described in a future
newsletter). After several days of trial and error I achieved a reasonable result with solid brass hinges, but in the end
I had to use the expensive clasp from Canada. By now my profits and self-esteem were solidly in negative territory.
Continued on next page
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More on the hellish Jewellery Box…
With the box fully dried I again sanded the inlay flush, this time by hand. I cut the lid free from the case and installed
the antiqued hinges. I also tried a new method of hinge installation that worked flawlessly (this will also be covered in
a later edition). However, all this added even more hours to the build.
In the meantime, I also decided on yet another new technique to construct the
dividers for the sixteen internal compartments. I glued a thin red cedar board
on top of a slightly thicker jacaranda board, then sliced the laminated board into
thin strips to be used as dividers. I also cut tiny mortices and tenons in the
strips so I could snap the whole lot together into a 4x4 grid.
I then had another top idea, namely to try using a shellac finish for the very first
time, followed by a new polishing method. I bought a tin of premixed shellac
($30 delivered) and several synthetic polishing pads (also $30).
The finishing technique worked well on the hoop pine case but produced a
horrible blotchy result on the veneered top. So, I completely sanded it back and
applied then a french-polish style finish to the top, which I knocked back to a
satin sheen. A coat of wax was applied followed by some vigorous buffing.

The dividers ready for assembly

Next, I cut and fitted some dark blue crushed-velvet lining for the base
and the inner lid, a snip at $25 per metre at Lincraft. It was a new
experience being the only male in the whole Lincraft store, sampling
velvet fabric. One of the female staff members smiled at me knowingly
and called me ’sweetie’.
The only remaining task was to fit the latch. Finished!

Snapped together, no glue needed!

At a direct cost well north of $150 in materials plus many many hours of
my time, I can hardly claim this as an economic success. Still, the nice
lady loved her new jewellery box. I just hope she doesn’t tell all her
friends that she has found some sucker who makes lovely jewellery
boxes for next to nothing! ~ JC

P.S. If you need some fabric I am now the proud owner of a Lincraft loyalty card. Just don’t tell my mates, okay?

[ Note: 15% of the proceeds from this project was paid to the Club.]
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Close-up on a Club Member
From time to time we will ask a club member
to tell us a bit about themselves and their
interests in woodworking. This time, we hear
from long-serving member Maureen Bowden.
Tells us about yourself, Maureen
I took up scrollsawing in 2010 after doing pyrography for
several years. I used to spend hours in my shed creating
fretwork masterpieces for competitions. I also made and
sold puzzles, wall hangings and names for children.
These days I enjoy making presents for family and
friends and I love to teach fellow members the art of
scrollsawing. Conducting demonstrations is very
enjoyable too. A lot of ladies say to me, “It’s like sewing,”
but I always found scrollsawing easier than sewing!

Do you still like teaching others?

Maureen showing how it’s done during the 2017 Wood Show

Yes! I recently ran a two-day scroll saw workshop at the
club. The five participants seemed to thoroughly enjoy
the experience and I hope they are still practicing.

What have been you up to lately?

ATTENTION!

When you read this I’ll be on a journey to Alice Springs
and back, to a rally with about 400 other solo women
travellers from all over Australia. Our rendezvous is in
the magnificent East MacDonnell Ranges 80km east of
Alice Springs. There will be 400 women camped in one
place for five days. There should be no shortage of
conversation!

There will be a Special General Meeting to
elect a new Managment Committee on

Any plans for when you get home?

Saturday 16th September at 9 a.m.

When I return home I hope to master compound (3D)
cutting. I also plan to upgrade my trusty scrollsaw.

Special
General Meeting

***
Please try to be there to help us set up our
club for a strong and successful future!

Got any tips for us?
Practice, practice, practice! It takes time to get it right.
Don't push your timber through but gently guide it past
the blade. If you force the piece it will break the blade.
Use the right blade size for your work, and make sure it
is sharp. Did I mention lots of practice?

Thanks Maureen. Safe Travels!
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Quick tip!
Add salt to your glue joints!
Joints tend to slide around when it comes time to clamp up a glued
joint. The glue acts as a lubricant, making the two surfaces slip out of
alignment.
The solution? Add salt to the joint! The concept is to sprinkle salt onto
the glue before applying the clamps.
The granules create enough friction to stop the glued surfaces sliding
around. The water in the glue dissolves the salt as the glue dries.

When we first heard this tip, it soundly slightly whacky.
However, your editors are always ready to take one for the
CWC team so we gave it a try. Surprisingly, it works!
After adding a light sprinkle of salt, the freshly glued joint was
very stable. In fact, it was difficult to make the two pieces of
wood slide around. It worked best with glue spread on both
surfaces. Give it a try!

The Cooroora
Woodworkers Club
is proud to be
sponsored by:

The Cooroora Woodworkers Club is also supported by:

Workshop Hours
Normal clubhouse and workshop
hours are Tuesday to Saturday
9 a.m. to noon. Monday is
reserved for group lessons,
manintenance and accreditation.

Contact the Newsletter Editors
Do you have a story for us?
Got photos to share?
We’d love to hear from you!

Call John or Steve or email to:

cwc-newsletter@bigpond.com
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