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President’sMessage
Message
President’s
The newsletter is back! I wasn’t able to
bring you an edition last month due to
an unplanned absence, but we’re on track again this
month. Since the last missive, our club has been
involved in a couple of worthwhile external events.
The first of these was another car-parking job at the
Noosa Lions Park over Easter. This required a
significant number of volunteers to fill our portion of
the roster we shared with the Cooroy Camphor Laurel
team. Very well done and thank you to the selfless
members who volunteered. The activity netted our
club more than $2000 for four days effort.
A big ‘thank you’ also goes to the members who
volunteered for the Eumundi Heritage Day, the second
external club activity last month. We conducted
various displays and raffled two prizes, raising more
than $300 in a day, which was good going considering
the modest turnout for the event. Story and pics inside.

Where is this brick?
Walking down the street in Cooroy recently,
your Editor spotted what looked like the
triangular emblem of the Cooroora Woodworkers Club
among the other names and images on the bricks
making up the footpath in Maple Street. Sure enough,
on closer inspection it was most certainly our logo with
the name ‘john j' alongside.
It didn't require a great deal of guesswork to deduce
that the brick was inscribed by Life Member John
Johnston. John related how he joined hundreds of other
Cooroy residents who took the opportunity to make their
mark in unfired bricks, destined to be laid as part of the
renovation of Maple Street in the 1990s. Nice work,
John!
Now, here's a test of your observation: where is John's
CWC brick? Answers and/or guesses may be provided
at our next General Meeting, on Saturday 19th May.

Don't forget that our Open Day as part of the Cooroy
Fusion Festival is on Saturday 12th May from 9.30am
to 3pm. More info is also inside this edition of the
newsletter. Participants are needed!
On a personal note, sincere thanks to the many
members who offered condolences on the recent
passing of my much-loved Mum. Your kind words
were very much appreciated.
Looking ahead, our Annual General Meeting is
scheduled for Saturday 9th June. The current
Committee will be dissolved and new nominations
called for. We absolutely need members to volunteer
for a role in helping manage our Club. Having
reviewed my own commitments, I’ve decided to renominate for the role of President. Some others in the
current team will also stand for re-election but there
will be several vacancies, including Secretary and
Treasurer. No volunteers = no club, simple as that. A
list of positions to be considered will be circulated
soon. Don’t be shy!

An enduring emblem of our Club. The brick engraved by
John Johnson, one of thousands in the main street of Cooroy.
Do you know where it is located?

John Cantwell, President
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‘Open Day’ as Part of Cooroy Fusion Festival
As this edition of our newsletter was going to print, we
were in the final stages of preparation for our part in the
annual Cooroy Fusion Festival, on Saturday 12th May
from 9.30am to 3pm.
Our contribution, an Open Day, will demonstrate turning,
box-making, dovetailing, marquetry and other activities.
As I’ve mentioned previously, it would be wonderful to
have a heap of completed items on show for the public,
so dust off some of your projects and bring them in to
show off your talents. Many thanks to the volunteers
who spent the Thursday morning before the event,
cleaning and preparing the clubhouse! ~ JC

It seems likes ages since the Show and Tell session at our General Mee8ng in March,
but here are some photos from the day.
Left and Right: It’s always
intriguing to see what awaits
inside a piece of wood.
Sometimes it is an interesting
grain pattern or an unexpected
colour, or a defect that adds
character to the piece.
In the case of this bowl shown
to us by Alan Warner, it was
the distinct figure of a woman
and child that appeared as he
gouged away the wood. You
can see the image of a woman
holding an infant quite clearly.
Alan called his piece the
’Madonna Bowl’, which is very
apt.

Left and Above: In a shocking change from tradition, Jeff Fraser
didn’t display a single spoon! Instead, he showed us a beautiful
bowl made from Leopardwood (with the dark areas) and a platter
turned from a lovely piece of Silky Oak. The grain in both vessels
was particularly striking. Our Jeff is a man of many talents!
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Around the Club

Above: David Mearns trying his hand
at the art of marquetry under the
guidance of Jim Pound. Jim starts his
students off with a simple leaf design to
practice cutting veneer to shape.

Above: Another member learning new skills is Bill Tincknell who is taking Bob
Chaplin’s joinery and furniture course. Talk to Bob if you’d like to enrol.

Above: This is how the magic starts. Most of us only get to see the finished product when Jeff Fraser displays his amazing
carved spoons. Here’s one of his creations at the formative stage, as Jeff roughs out the shape and sands the profile of
another piece he’s working on. We’re looking forward to seeing the finished article!
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Around the World… by Jewellery Box!

From the desk of the Editor

Perhaps a jewellery box isn't the first thing you'd think of when contemplating a trip around the world (unless you are Kim
Kardashian, perhaps). However, the box I made for our raffle at the recent Eumundi Heritage Day provided a bit of globe
trotting adventure, at least in the origins of the various timbers, veneers and finishes used. These included Australia, Bolivia,
America, Indonesia, Africa and England!
There's a bit of a back-story to the design of the box. When we were asked to provide demonstrations at Eumundi, it was
suggested that (as in recent years) we use the opportunity to sell raffle tickets for our major Annual Show raffle. Our Show is
later in the year in 2018 so this wasn't applicable but it seemed like an opportunity to raise some funds, so I volunteered to
make a jewellery box to be raffled on the day.
Soon afterwards, I was asked to provide photos of the box for advertising
and brochure purposes. This was a bit tricky, as the box didn't exist yet! I
had a quick look through a folder of images of various boxes that I keep
as a source of inspiration for my own creations. I selected a nice looking
box and sent off several photos, with the proviso that the finished box
would be 'similar to' the images.
Unfortunately, when the the printed brochure was distributed it described
the images as being of the actual box! Basically, I was committed to
building a fairly fancy box comprising some rather exotic woods. Oops!
One the right is one of the images of the box I had to reproduce as closely
as possible, to justify the description in the brochure.

Above: What the box was supposed to look like.

I designed the jewellery box to measure 300mm x 200mm x 100mm. The main part of the jewellery box was veneered MDF.
I've been teaching myself a bit about veneering lately, so this was an opportunity to stretch my skills. The problem was
finding a suitable veneer that closely matched the photo. I called on a friend who cuts his own veneers and who also has a
sizeable stash of purchased veneers, and by good luck he was able to dig out some old offcuts of Bolivian Rosewood veneer
that looked just like the wood in the photo. There was just enough to get the job done. So far, so good.
I felt the dark box really needed a light interior so I decided to make the walls
of the box as a ‘sandwich’ of Bolivian Rosewood, MDF and Australian Silver
Ash on the inside faces. I didn't have any Silver Ash veneer so it was a case of
hitting the internet with my credit card in hand. Some reasonable quality
veneer arrived a few days later.
Once I had veneered both faces of the walls of the box (Rosewood on the
outside, Ash on the inside, as shown in the photo at left) it was a matter of
making a standard box with mitred corners. I veneered the top in Bolivian
Rosewood as well. With that done, I cut the lid from the box on my table saw.
The exposed edges of the lid and base then had to be veneered to match the
sides, and this took a fair amount of time, especially getting the 45-degree
mitres on each corner perfect. I left the veneered strips for the edges slightly
Above: Rosewood and Ash veneered onto MDF. wide, then pared and sanded them flush. They turned out surprisingly well.
Next up I tried to replicate the highly figured timber shown on the top of the
original box, using some American Ash veneer I had also obtained from my
friend. This meant bending the veneer to make a rounded edge (see the
original photo). Eventually I was able to achieve a good result by soaking the
Ash in veneer softening liquid, then coaxing it to follow a 4mm radius
curve.The result of this stage of the project is shown in the photo on the right,
taken just before I managed to destroy the top piece.
That's right, destroyed. Using my router table and a straight bit, I was
enlarging the space within the frame of veneered wood to accept a panel of
contrasting Amboyna Burl. I had lifted the piece to eye level to check on my
handiwork, but then accidentally dropped the frame which fell directly onto
the spinning router bit. The whizzing router tore a chunk out of the piece
before flinging it against the wall, breaking off one corner. The piece was
ruined. Morale was not high. I had no more American Ash veneer.
It was time for Plan B.

Above: The American Ash veneer top, with
curved edges.
Continued next page
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Around the World by Jewellery Box - Continued
Noting that the original box used highly figured American Curly Maple, I looked into buying some for this project. I couldn't
find anyone in Australia who sold it, and resorted to making enquiries with various suppliers in the US. After much
searching and several email exchanges, I bit the bullet and ordered a board of high grade Curly Maple from a supplier in
Pennsylvania. The board I selected looked amazing in the photos and I wasn't disappointed when it arrived at my house a
week later via Fedex. The cost? Suffice to say that there was a couple zeros involved in the bill! That said, there is plenty
of timber left over from the board for other projects, but it was still an eyewatering expense. I completed the top using the Curly Maple, adding a central
panel of Amboyna Burl framed with an inlay of African Wenge. The trim on the
base of the box is also Maple and Wenge.
I made two sets of internal trays, one set fixed to the bottom of the box and
another tray that could be lifted out. I used some more of the beautiful Curly
Maple for both trays, using interlocking half-lap joints for the vertical and
horizontal dividers. I finished the dividers and tray sides with several coats of
shellac, lightly sanding between coats, before polishing the topcoat with a
white synthetic abrasive pad. The shellac made the figure in the maple really
pop, as I hope you can see in the photo of a test piece on the right.
With all the veneering done, the trays completed and hinges installed, I glued the raised Maple/Amboyna top onto the lid
of the box. All that was left to do was to sand and finish the box. I sanded the box exterior to a high level, working up from
120 grit all the way to 1200 grit. I then decided to try using a HVLP (High Volume, Low Pressure) spray gun for the first
time for this project. I applied three lacquer sealing coats, gave the surface a light sanding with a 1500 grit pad, and then
applied one semi-gloss top coat. When dry, I gave the box a buff with a new addition to my collection of finishing products,
namely Renaissance Wax which is a micro-crystalline wax initially developed by the British Museum for antique furniture
restoration. Renaissance Wax is a polyethylene wax, not a beeswax or carnauba wax, and it produces a lovely finish that
resists fingerprints, unlike most wax finishes. The last step was to make and install fabric panels for the inside of the lid, for
the floor of the removable tray, and the floor of the fixed tray. This was done with furniture fabric mounted on stiff card.
And after about 60 hours work and a slightly battered credit card, that was that! The box received lots of favourable
comments at the Eumundi Heritage event and we sold about $320 worth of tickets in a few hours. A lady at one of the
historical group stalls was the lucky winner. If you are thinking that I over-reached on this project, for what turned out to be
a modest return, I'd be inclined to agree with you. However, I got to try several new techniques, including veneering a full
box, veneering a curved shape, working with exotic timber, making fabric lining, HVLP spray finishing, and using a new
type of wax finish. Overall, it was an interesting woodworking adventure, and we made some money for the Club. Win-win!

Left and Above: The completed jewellery box.

8 Lower Mill Road, Cooroy QLD 4563 | PO Box 668, Cooroy QLD 4563 | (07) 54426995
Email: cwclubinc@cooroorawoodworkersclub.com | Web: www.cooroorawoodworkersclub.com

Issue 248 - May 2018

PAGE 6

Cooroora Woodies at the Eumundi Heritage Day
As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, the Cooroora Woodworkers were recently invited to provide
demonstrations at the Sunshine Coast Heritage Showcase held in Eumundi. Now in its third year at
Eumundi, the Showcase saw more than a dozen museums and heritage groups create stall displays to show and
share their stories. We set up several tables, benches and marquees outside the Eumundi School of Arts hall.
The volunteer group from our club comprised John Gygar, John Sturtz, David Mearns, Jeff Fraser, Richard Roe, Aileen
McPhee and yours truly, who spent about six hours strutting our stuff. Although the crowd figures were modest, there were
plenty of visitors interested in what we were up to, especially the kids. Our team provided demonstrations of woodturning,
carving and spoon making, and worked hard to sell raffle tickets in the jewellery box made for the occasion, with a handsome
slab as second prize. Sincere thanks to the members who gave up their Sunday to help keep our club in the public eye. ~ JC

Above and Right: John Gygar at the lathe, Jeff
Fraser fielding questions about his amazing spoons,
and Aileen McPhee demonstrating carving.

Above: The CWC display outside the hall in Eumundi.

Above: President John chatting with some future woodworkers.

Right: When the stream of visitors was a bit
quieter, John Gygar took the opportunity to
teach JC a bit more about woodturning.
Left: The winner of Second Prize in our raffle was
Jeff Fraser, who took home a nice Camphor
Laurel slab. That’s either a lot of spoons or one
very large one!

Thanks to the organisers of the Eumundi
Heritage day for the invitation, and for the free
coffee and discount coupons at lunchtime!
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Thanks to our supporters!

…
Are you taking safety
seriously? Protect your
ears, eyes, lungs and
feet when the task
demands it. Stay safe!

Workshop Hours
Normal clubhouse and workshop
hours are Monday to Saturday
9 a.m. to noon.

FREE TRAINING!
The Cooroora Woodworkers Club offers
free training to members in a whole
range of woodworking skills such as
turning, carving, furniture making and
box-making. That’s right, it’s totally
free to club members! Come join us!

Contact the Newsletter Editor
Do you have a interesting story?
Got photos to share?
I’d love to hear from you!

Shoot an email to:

president@cooroorawoodworkersclub.com

8 Lower Mill Road, Cooroy QLD 4563 | PO Box 668, Cooroy QLD 4563 | (07) 54426995
Email: cwclubinc@cooroorawoodworkersclub.com | Web: www.cooroorawoodworkersclub.com

