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It’s great to see a steady stream of new members 
applying to join our club. We always welcome new 
members and encourage them to take advantage of the 
wealth of expertise that exists in our club. We 
encourage members to learn new skills and make full 
use of our equipment. Get stuck in!

The group pictured below are among our newest 
members. Welcome Angus, John, Chris and Ben.

President’s Message Latest Group of New Members

L-R: Angus McDiarmid, John Scanlan, Chris Norlander 
and Ben Havenaar seemed to enjoy Bill Todd’s induction 
session. Also, it looks like beards are IN. Start yours today!

We’re making progress! This 
month we’ve established a policy 
document that sets out the criteria 
and procedure for granting Life Membership. I 
hope to see the policy approved at the 10 March 
General Meeting. The next step is to apply the 
policy to consider nominations. Watch this space!

Our Health and Safety enhancements are moving 
forward under the guidance of John Gygar, with 
the recent delivery of our new defibrillator 
equipment. The necessary training will be 
completed in the near future. John, along with Bill 
Todd and Alan Warner, have also made further 
improvements to the layout of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) in the workshop, with essential 
PPE now positioned on the wall next to the major 
items of machinery in each bay.

We've also started the process of improving the 
light levels in the workshops by replacing several 
fluorescent tubes with LED tubes. This should be 
a cost-effective method of upping the light from 
the existing light fittings. So far only a few tubes 
have been replaced to test their effectiveness. The 
plan is to upgrade the remaining tubes over the 
coming weeks. Also, your Committee has 
approved the purchase of new flexible LED lamps 
over each lathe, to be acquired soon.

Finally, don't forget that your fees must be paid by 
the end of March to retain your membership. Your 
financial status affects your insurance cover. No 
insurance cover means you can't use our facilities. 
Don't get caught out!

Stay safe, and go make some sawdust!
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‘Open Day’ as Part of Cooroy Fusion Festival

Opportunity to Display and Sell your Handiwork

Planning has started for our participation in the annual 
Cooroy Fusion Festival, held on Saturday 12th May 
from 9.30am to 3pm. The concept is that we run an 
‘Open Day’ in which we showcase our skills, 
demonstrate aspects of woodworking and provide 
some family-friendly hands-on activities. Aileen 
McPhee, Jeff Fraser and I have discussed a few ideas 
but we now need to get serious about planning.

We’ll need volunteers to run some demonstrations, 
such as turning, dovetails or simple toy-making for 
kids. Another idea is to have hourly demonstrations in 
the kilns of turning a small log into a finished board, 
via bandsaw, jointer, thicknesser and table saw.

One	of	our	Club’s	valued	sponsors	is	ISSA	Crea7ons	in	Emerald	St,	
Cooroy.	The	proprietors,	Neil	and	Gloria,	print	this	newsleCer	for	
us	at	a	significantly	discounted	price.

Recently	they’ve	been	carrying	out	renova7ons	in	the	store	to	
create	a	gallery	for	local	ar7sts	to	display	and	sell	their	works.	
Members	of	the	Cooroora	Woodworkers	Club	have	been	invited	to	
have	their	pieces	included	in	the	display.	

If you have other ideas for interesting activities suitable for families, let’s hear them!

There'll be pieces for sale in the clubhouse, as usual, but I hope that we can have a really impressive show of 
not-for-sale items, to show off the skills of our members. If you are able, please consider loaning one (or more) 
of your completed pieces to the club to bolster our display during the Fusion Festival. It doesn’t matter when the 
piece was made, or whether you’ve displayed it before, just show us your stuff! I intend to show two or three 
items, and I hope you'll join me. We have many talented woodworkers in our club, so surely we can produce a 
good range of examples of the work of our skilled members. ~ JC
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The	gallery	aims	to	showcase	high-quality	works	in	a	light	
and	airy	seMng	with	excellent	passing	traffic	given	its	
proximity	to	cafes	and	other	nearby	stores.	If	you	are	
interested	in	including	some	of	your	completed	pieces,	
Neil	and	Gloria	would	prefer	to	deal	with	a	single	point	of	
contact	in	our	Club.	I’m	prepared	to	act	as	our	club	
representa7ve	if	any	members	wish	to	show	their	work,	
so	give	me	a	shout	if	you	are	interested.

Left: One wall of the renovated gallery in the ISSA Creations 
store. There’s plenty of room for wooden boxes, bowls or other 
high-quality work.



If you've spent any time watching woodworking videos or 
reading magazine articles, you've probably see references to 
spiral router bits. If spiral router bits are a bit of a puzzle to you, 
here's a basic guide.

Is there anything wrong with straight router bits?

There's certainly nothing wrong with straight-bladed bits. They 
are relatively cheap, easy to sharpen, and they do a good job in
both hand-held routers and router tables.

However, there are several disadvantages to using straight 
router bits.

Firstly, because of their construction, the vertical blade (also 
called a flute) strikes the wood in a 'chopping' action with each 
half-rotation of the bit. This can cause 'chatter' which is vibration that can lead to a rough finish and place strain 
on the router motor.

Secondly, the vertical blades of a straight bit can accumulate chips and sawdust, leading to more strain on the 
motor and heat build up, scorching the wood.

Thirdly, the end of most straight bits has a flat metal area between the ends of the flutes. This can make it hard 
to plunge the bit into the wood, if you are cutting a stopped slot or mortice.

Some manufacturers offer bits where the straight blade is set at a slight angle to the shaft of the bit, usually only 
a couple of degrees off vertical. This slightly counters some of the disadvantages of straight bits but doesn't 
solve all the problems.   

The advantages of spiral bits

Spiral bits are like large drill bits, in that they have the cutting edge wrapped all 
the way around the shaft. These bits have a number of advantages over straight 
bits.

Firstly, the design means that part of the cutting edge is constantly in contact with 
the wood which virtually eliminates chatter, is easier on the motor, reduces tear 
out, and produces a very smooth finished surface.

Secondly, like a spiral drill bit, a spiral router bit usually has a cutting edge all the 
way across the tip the bit. This making full-depth plunge cuts much easier.

Thirdly, spiral bits are solid metal (usually carbide). This, in combination with the 
constant slicing action of the cutting edge, means that they stay cooler, aren't 
likely to scorch the wood, and stay sharp longer.

Another advantage is that spiral bits work really well in figured timber, especially 
burls. They are much less likely to cause tear-out, a common problem with 
straight bits.

Up or down?

Spiral bits come in two flavours: up-cut bits and down-cut bits. The descriptions refers to the direction of twist of 
the bit. Up-cut bits pull chips and sawdust up the shaft towards the router, whereas down-cut bits push the 
debris towards the tip of the bit, away from the router.
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Bits and Pieces: Spiral Router Bits 

The blade on a straight bit strikes 
the wood along its whole length

The blade on a spiral bit 
is in constant contact 

with the wood

Continued next page
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Up-cut spiral bits are great when cutting mortices, as they produce a 
clean trench with a smooth bottom. In a router or router table with a 
vacuum system, the chips are expelled from the cut and whisked away, 
giving better visibility and less residual dust. They fact that the bit is 
pulling up can produce a bit of feathering or chipping along the edges 
of the cut, especially in veneers. However, a strip of thin tape (packing 
tape, for example) along the line of the cut can significantly reduce this 
problem.

Down-cut spiral bits slice downwards through the surface of the wood, 
producing a lovely smooth-edged cut. They are best suited for 
veneered surfaces or when cutting grooves for inlay. They leave the 
chips and sawdust in the slot, which might have to be cleaned away 
periodically. Down-cut bits are also great when shaping an edge for a 
table or something similar when a crisp edge is desired. If you are 
working with melamine to make cupboards, this is the go-to router bit.

Spiral bits, both up-cut and down-cut, can be bought with roller 
bearings on the top, bottom or both ends of the bit. These are 
especially useful for following a pattern for curves or repeated shapes.
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Spiral Router Bits - Continued

A bearing guide on a spiral bit 
being used to follow a pattern

The only real disadvantage of spiral bits is 
their cost. Because they are milled from 
solid high-grade metal they are 
significantly more expensive to produce.

For example, a twin-flute straight bit with a 
9.5mm cut costs around $15-20, whereas 
the same diameter spiral bit will set you 
back around $90-100 (based on half-inch 
shaft bits).

That's a hefty premium! For this reason, 
many woodworkers buy only one or two 
spiral bits to add to their larger straight bit 
collection.

If you'd like to know more about spiral bits, there is an 
excellent video by Australia woodworker Patrick 
Holcombe (which informed this article). To find it you could 
search YouTube  for "The Router Bits - The Magic of 
Spiral Bits" (minus the quotation marks) or enter this 
address in your web browser:

bit.ly/2Fpw1Mr
Note that the web address is case sensitive and that the 
third last digit is a "one" not a lower case "L".

Cutting a mortice using an up-cut spiral bit 
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I hope you found this article interesting and informative. Happy spiralling! ~ JC
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Above Left: Andrew Barnsley’s very shapely footstool.
Above Right: We learned a bit about bees when Alan Warner 
showed us his “Bee Hotel”. We’re sure they’ll love it!

Above: Family commitments mean that Sarah Rizos 
usually can’t attend Show and Tell on a Saturday 
morning. However, while working in the kilns recently she 
produced this very attractive little turned box. It is Sarah’s 
first such project and it’s a gem!

Above and Right: Neville Gray showed us this very handsome wall clock make using a beautiful piece of Huon Pine, the 
growth rings giving its age as at leat 130 years! Neville cut the numbers for the clock face by hand.

Issue 247 - March 2018

Oops! Unfortunately some of the photos I took during Show and Tell at our last meeting didn’t 
meet your Editor’s rigorous quality-control standards; that’s code for ‘I messed up the photos.’ 
Apologies to Jim, Jeff and Charlie, whose pictures don’t appear below. ~JC

Left and Below:
Andy Esworthy 
made this multi-
compartment playing 
card box for a 
member of his family, 
constructed 
completely from 
Camphor Laurel. 

The inner boxes for 
the card packs have 
sliding lids.

Very nice Andy!



Don’t forget that your current financial membership expires on 31st March.

This year the fees are $60 for existing members, and $80 for new members. For couples, fees for the second 
member are $30.  The preferred method of payment is by Direct Funds Transfer (details below) but of 
course you can pay in cash or by cheque. If you use Direct Funds Transfer make sure you add a note to the 
transaction to include your initial, surname and the nature of the payment, i.e. “J. Smith Fees 2018”.

Our Bendigo Bank details are:

BSB Number: 633-000
Account Number: 122732076
Account Name: Cooroora Woodworkers Club Inc
If you pay by cash (or cheque) at the clubhouse, place your payment in a white envelope and deposit it in the 
steel safe in the office. Again, please mark the envelope with “initial, surname and fees 2018”.

Annual Fees are due this Month!
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Table Saw Accessory by Ranald Millar

********************************
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The purpose of my accessory is to avoid injury and prevent damage to the table saw fence and blade. Some 
members have used the table saw with the fence touching the blade thus damaging both the fence and blade. 
This most likely occurred when using the main and sliding table fences simultaneously, and could have resulted in 
serious injury. Hopefully this device will reduce that risk.

When setting up the accessory the user should be aware that 30mm must be added to the measurement on the 
fence rule, to account for the 30mm guide block. For example, for a thin rebate the width of saw blade, the 
operator simply clamps the jig over the front end of the fence (nearest the operator and well clear of the blade) 
and sets the measurement at 30mm (the thickness of the guide). See Photo 1. 

The blade is set to the desired height. The piece of timber is placed flush against the jig. Then the stock, held 
tight to the sliding table fence, can be safely slid over the table leaving a rebate on the end of the board the width 
of the blade, approximately 3mm; see Photo 2. Photo 3 shows a clean cut along the edge of an old piece of 
chipboard (sporting some previous biscuits that were cut off). It is recommended that the cut be practiced on a 
suitable piece of scrap. Care must be taken to measure accurately and include the 30mm off-set.

The accessory can be used for other purposes, such as lap joints. Also, dados, slots or trenches (the slots cut 
across the board) can be done using the jig and multiple cuts, or with a dado blade. Slots along the grain, parallel 
to the width, should NOT be done this way but executed using the main fence only.

If you have any questions on using this accessory, you can ask me or Bill Todd. ~ Ranald Millar

Club	Member	Ranald	Millar	describes	the	accessory	he	made	for	the	Club’s	table	saw.	Thank	you	Ranald!	

Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
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Thanks to our supporters!

Contact the Newsletter Editors
Do you have a story for us?

Got photos to share?
We’d love to hear from you! 

cwc-newsletter@bigpond.com
Shoot an email to:

Workshop Hours
Normal clubhouse and workshop 
hours are Monday to Saturday
9 a.m. to noon.
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Are you taking safety 
seriously? Protect your 
ears, eyes, lungs and 
feet when the task 
demands it. Stay safe!

FREE TRAINING!
The Cooroora Woodworkers Club offers 
free training to members in a whole 
range of woodworking skills such as 
turning, carving, furniture making and 
box-making. That’s right, it’s totally 
free to club members! Come join us!
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